
“Chicago”   BY CARL SANDBURG

Hog Butcher for the World,
   Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,
   Player with Railroads and the Nation's Freight Handler;
   Stormy, husky, brawling,
   City of the Big Shoulders:

They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your painted women under the 
gas lamps luring the farm boys.
And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes, it is true I have seen the gunman kill and go 
free to kill again.
And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women and children I have seen 
the marks of wanton hunger.
And having answered so I turn once more to those who sneer at this my city, and I give them back 
the sneer and say to them:
Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be alive and coarse and strong 
and cunning.
Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on job, here is a tall bold slugger set vivid against 
the 
little soft cities;
Fierce as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning as a savage pitted against the wilderness,
   Bareheaded,
   Shoveling,
   Wrecking,
   Planning,
   Building, breaking, rebuilding,
Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with white teeth,
Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs,
Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle,
Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse, and under his ribs the heart of the people,
                   Laughing!
Laughing the stormy, husky, brawling laughter of Youth, half-naked, sweating, proud to be Hog 
Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat, Player with Railroads and Freight Handler to the Nation.
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“Chicago” by Carl Sandburg
WEBQUEST

1. Read the Poem.   Make a guess as to what you think the poem is about.   I 
don’t expect you to fully or even partially understand it, but try to take a 
GOOD guess!   It’s above or you can click on this link - http://carl-
sandburg.com/chicago.htm    ***IF YOU HAVE A PAPER COPY, FEEL FREE 
TO TAKE NOTES DIRECTLY ON THE POEM!  EACH TIME YOU TAKE 
NOTES SHOULD BE NOTED IN A DIFFERENT COLOR WITH THE DATE KEY 
LEGEND ON THE BOTTOM.  THIS SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO YOUR 
PACKET AT THE END***

2. Go to this website:  http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/carl-sandburgs-
chicago-bringing-great-city-alive    Read the intro and write down what 
you WILL LEARN after completing your webquest.

3. Click on AND READ the “Guiding Questions”  tab.   You will need to answer 
these at the end of the webquest, so keep those in mind. http://
edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/carl-sandburgs-chicago-bringing-great-
city-alive#sect-questions

4. Click on AND READ the “Learning Objectives”  tab.   You will also need to be 
able to address these at the end of the unit. http://edsitement.neh.gov/
lesson-plan/carl-sandburgs-chicago-bringing-great-city-alive#sect-
objectives

5. Click on the “Background” tab. http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/carl-
sandburgs-chicago-bringing-great-city-alive#sect-background  

Read  and answer the following questions:
5a.  Who is the author of “Chicago?”
5b.  When is the time reference for this poem?
5c.  Complete this phrase, ”This poem is a celebration of….”
5d.  How often was the population of Chicago doubling?

6.  Visit this website and DEFINE all of the vocabulary words.   DO NOT define 
them directly from the source, define them in YOUR OWN words!   (You can 
use  this website, the dictionary on your computer, or the actual book in 
class) https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/269841#view=notes

7. Click on this website, a biography of Carl Sanburg’s life.   What in his 
biography seems relevant to the poem?   http://www.poemhunter.com/carl-
sandburg/biography/
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8. Go to this website and read the sections “Chicago” and “Why Should I Care?”
http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/

9. Reread the poem.   Has your prediction changed?  Why or Why not? It’s 
above or you can click on this link - http://carl-sandburg.com/
chicago.htm***IF YOU HAVE A PAPER COPY, FEEL FREE TO TAKE NOTES 
DIRECTLY ON THE POEM!  EACH TIME YOU TAKE NOTES SHOULD BE 
NOTED IN A DIFFERENT COLOR WITH THE DATE KEY LEGEND ON THE 
BOTTOM.  THIS SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO YOUR PACKET AT THE 
END***

10.Go to this website and read the summary 
http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/summary.html

11.Read the poem again.   Has your prediction changed?   (DO NOT answer yes 
or no…give me an 8th grade answer!)   Are you understanding it anymore?   
Or are you more confused than ever?!?!    It’s above or you can click on this 
link - http://carl-sandburg.com/chicago.htm  ***IF YOU HAVE A PAPER 
COPY, FEEL FREE TO TAKE NOTES DIRECTLY ON THE POEM!  EACH 
TIME YOU TAKE NOTES SHOULD BE NOTED IN A DIFFERENT COLOR 
WITH THE DATE KEY LEGEND ON THE BOTTOM.  THIS SHOULD BE 
ATTACHED TO YOUR PACKET AT THE END***

12.  I know, I know…you still are confused right?   It’s okay…this is a tough one!   
Click here, you’ll read the poem again, but this time with hints & some 
translations!   (I know you are tired of reading it, but at least it’s short!) 
http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/visions-chicago-quotes.html

13.Now go here for the next set of stanzas: http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-
sandburg/visions-chicago-quotes-2.html

14.And there’s more…. http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/strength-
skill-quotes.html

15. And even more…  http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/strength-
skill-quotes-2.html

16.  And then some more about love… http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-
sandburg/love-quotes.html

17. There you see…this poem encompasses:  VISION, STRENGTH, SKILL, and even 
LOVE!
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18.  What about now?   What do you think is going on in this poem?  Please do 
not use your paper copy if you’ve been using one.   Do this one on your own!

19.Go to my website and watch either the KeyNote or the QuickTime video.  
When finished looking at the pictures, choose one to analyze that picture 
in comparison to the poem.   (Hint, I wouldn’t pick a present day picture 
because the poem depicts Chicago in the early 1900’s)  http://
www.sps186.org/teachers/mjtatman/?p=68760&b=9

20.   Go to these three websites and watch these three silent movies showing 
the animals going to slaughter.   Give 3 adjectives to describe how this 
made you feel. 

Video #1   http://memory.loc.gov/mbrs/edmp/0024.mpg
  Video #2   http://memory.loc.gov/mbrs/edmp/0034.mpg

Video #3   http://memory.loc.gov/mbrs/edmp/0057.mpg

21.  Grab the “Chicago” Document Analysis Worksheet from your teacher.  If 
you are completing this at home, you can download and print it here:  
http://www.sps186.org/teachers/mjtatman/?p=68760&b=9   Read these 
questions - DO NOT answer them yet!

22.  Carl Sandburg several literary techniques to bring the city to life.   For 
#23-#29, you’ll be studying literary devices used in “Chicago.”

23.Use the dictionary on your computer to define ‘personification’  The go to 
this website http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/
personification.html   What was your favorite example of personification 
in Carl Sandburg’s “Chicago?”  

24. Carl Sandburg also sets the tone as Chicago being a ‘tough guy’   Visit this 
website and tell me if you agree or disagree, and WHY?    http://
www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/tough-guy-imagery.html

25.Use the dictionary on your computer to define ‘imagery.’  Then go to this 
page and point out some of the adjectives used to raise the point in lines 
13-17.  http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/industrial-
imagery.html

26.  Assonance is the repition of vowel sounds in words close to each other (trY 
to lIght the fIre – the long /i/ sound is repeated;  seven cAts ate ten blAck 
tAcks = the long /a/ sound is repeated.   Find at least TWO examples in 
“Chicago”   
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27.  What would the poem be like if there were not personification?   What if 
there were no imagery?   

28.Go to this website: http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/
themes.html, now read #29

29.Pick one of the themes (Visions of Chicago, Strength & Skill, or Love).   Read 
the summary and then answer all of the questions. (Don’t forget to tell me 
which theme you chose).  For ‘Chew on This’ if it’s something you’d like to do, 
that can be your #30 for bonus points, if not, just write “SKIP” for #30…no 
penalization, I promise!

30.  Either write SKIP or report your findings!

31.  There are 5 questions here…please answer them!  On your paper please 
note the answers as: 31A (for #1)  31B (for #2)   31C (#3)  31D (#4) and 31E 
(#5)  http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/questions.html

32.Take the beginners quiz here…. http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/
beginning-reading-quiz.html then report your score on your paper!

33.Take the intermediate quiz here…. http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-
sandburg/intermediate-reading-quiz.html   then report your score on your 
paper!

34.Take the advanced quiz here…. http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/
advanced-reading-quiz.html  then report your score on your paper!

35.  Complete the Document Analysis sheet you acquired in number 21. 

36.If there is time and you are still intersted…you can explore more about Carl 
Sandburg and Chicago here… http://www.shmoop.com/chicago-sandburg/
resources.html

37.Scale of 1-10, 10 being the highest, what is your comfort level with this 
poem now?   Please tell me WHY you picked this number…..   

38.Staple your packet together and turn in to your teacher!   Make sure your 
name is on your packet!
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